Stephen Micalef

Blake & Catherine courted Neptune by the Felpham sea from 1800-1803 when England was besieged by Napoleon & threatened with invasion. Yet Blake would converse along its beach with Moses, Dante & the Angels - a Soul in the grip of Eternity holding a grain of sand. They lived poorly with their eyes in Heaven.
In funny, evocative & touching poems Stephen Micalef corrals & fleshes out some of Blake’s fevers, & downers with his patron Hayley, leaving the reader in no doubt that Felpham magic still dwells in the dawn sparkle over the sea just as it did when Milton fell from the sky. 


Poet, performer & Artist, as a teenager in 1976 he was reviewer (as Steve Mick) & guest Editor of the first punk fanzine 'Sniffin Glue'. He conceived & made the cover of issue 3 1/2 now regarded as a DIY design classic. He interviewed the Damned, Buzzcocks, Subway Sect, Johnny Rotten, Jam & reviewed their early gigs in London.
He went on to study English at Ruskin College,Oxford & on leaving he founded The Brixton Poets and ran it from 1986-97. A collection of his poetry 'Carmen Dalekorum' was published by Camberwell Press in 1989.
In 1997 Micalef moved to East London where he was known as the 'Poet Laureate of Brick Lane'. As well as performing his poetry widely he has taught poetry workshops for many years including at Southwark Timebank, Dragon Cafe, Borough, The Ashmolean Museum,Oxford & as part of Deaf Visions,Shuttle Festival 2015 at Tower Hamlets Cemetery. He has lectured at Central St Martins & led guided Blake poetry walks & London walks for Buckingham University. 
He has been part of The William Blake Congregation (founded by poet Simon Miles) since 1988 & has run the group, jointly with Helen Elwes, since 2005. 
In 2007,on the 250th Anniversary of Blake's birth, he was co-creator of 'The William Blake Birthday Book', a Limited Edition Artists Book of illuminated pages by 60 Poets & Artists inspired by William Blake.(Bow of Burning Gold).
The William Blake Congregation is a free, creative & roots-up group which celebrates Blake's Vision with Poetry & Music Performances, Art Exhibitions & free gatherings every year on Blake's Birthday (28th Nov.Tate Britain.1pm) & Deathday (12th August. Bunhill Fields.1pm). All are very welcome.
In 2016, on the 40th Anniversary of the start of Punk, he wrote a collection of poems -'The Punk Kings of Dyslexia' -about his time writing for Sniffin' Glue in 1976/77 (published by Entropy Press).
