
“I give you the end of a golden string,
Only wind it into a ball,

It will lead you in at Heaven’s gate
Built in Jerusalem’s wall.”

THE ICE HOUSE
THIS IS AN EXCELLENT EXAMPLE of what is essentially an enormous Georgian fridge. 

Ice houses reflect well the rising aspirations of the Georgian Gentry. Hotham was 
determined to build a house fit for a king and certainly wouldn’t have been without one. 

The Georgians in many ways the start of modern Britain were very fashion 
conscience and in particular had a passion for all things Italian, who by the way were 
even eating ice-cream 300 years ago. Despite the humble purpose of the ice house, it 
is probably no surprise that a renaissance dome-like structure was used for even this 
humble building, a faint echo perhaps of Brunelleschi’s Dome in Florence. Despite its 
pleasing shape the ice house was practically built to allow tight packing and hence 
slow down the melting of the ice. Straw around the ice, its extra flint skin and earthen 
covering planted up to keep the ice house in the shade, would all help insulate and 
slow down the melting process. Pebbles make up the floor of the ice house to allow 
for easy drainage. 

The ice would have been cut from the lake and stream in London Road – a cold 
and probably unpopular job known as “skimming” – the blocks of ice were then 
transported across the estate using carts. Hotham reports watching his stalwart 
servants heaving up the ice (using pulleys) and loading the blocks into carts before 
hurrying them across his estate to the others waiting in the kitchen.

What is the name given to the area shown on the map at the 
front of the railway station?

What is the name of the sculpture in Bognor Regis  
High Street?

What is the name of the art gallery in Bognor Regis?

What city is visible in the left-hand William Morris window in 
the Methodist Church Bognor Regis?

What sport is seen on the echoing green?

What William Blake quote is at the Weather Station?

If you walk down to the seafront from the Weather Station, 
what landmark are you looking at?

Which famous pre-Raphaelite lived in Bognor Regis?

Which artist visited here in 1923 after he was a young man?

Where did William Blake’s eye expand?

Finish the famous line, “To see the world…”

What flavour is Felpham?

Which poet lived in Turret House?

What animal is the angel holding in his palm in the right-
hand Blake window in St Mary’s Church, Felpham?

What was the name of Church Field in the Georgian era?

What is the name of the Community Orchard in  
Bognor Regis?

Which University boasts Hotham’s Georgian Dome?

Who created the Cold Frames sculpture in Hotham Park?

What is the style of the motifs on the tiles?

When was the Georgian Ice House built?

QUIZ
What is the name given to the area shown on 
the map at the front of the railway station?

What is the name of the sculpture in Bognor 
Regis High Street?

What is the name of the art gallery in Bognor 
Regis?

What city is visible in the left-hand William 
Morris window in the Methodist Church 
Bognor Regis?

What sport is seen on the echoing green?

What William Blake quote is at the Weather 
Station?

If you walk down to the seafront from the 
Weather Station, what landmark are you 
looking at?

Which famous pre-Raphaelite lived in Bognor 
Regis?

Which artist visited here in 1923 after he was 
a young man?

Where did William Blake’s eye expand?

Finish the famous line, “To see the world…”

What flavour is Felpham?

Which poet lived in Turret House?

What animal is the angel holding in his palm 
in the right-hand Blake window in St Mary’s 
Church, Felpham? 

What was the name of Church Field in the 
Georgian era?

What is the name of the Community Orchard 
in Bognor Regis?

Which University boasts Hotham’s Georgian 
Dome?

Who created the Cold Frames sculpture in 
Hotham Park?

What is the style of the motifs on the tiles?

When was the Georgian Ice House built?

Hope you enjoyed the Big Blake Trail

The Big Blake Project, 20 Links Avenue, Felpham, 
Bognor Regis PO22 7BX. 07775 893533
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