


How do we propose a sustainable
regeneration for Bognor Regis-

* Provide for the local community, support local businesses,
retail and leisure opportunities

* A landmark regeneration project to bring Bognor Regis back
as a serious tourist destination on the South Coast

 Catalyse the regeneration through the ‘Centre for
Imagination’; a proposal for a multi-use cultural centre both
inspired by and to celebrate William Blake
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Bognor Regis is fantastically placed to
expand its tourism economy

In order for a proposal to support the
continual regeneration of Bognor, it needs
to be underpinned with a sustainable
economic model.

Various capital and lottery funded
regeneration projects, such as Portsmouth
Historic Dockyard, The Jerwood Gallery in
Hastings and the Contemporary in
Margate align to the South Coast.

All are conveniently placed within a day's
rail trip from Central London.

Bognor is equidistant from London, why
can't Bognor have the same?




Folkstone Quarter House
Design Precedents

£4M Contract Sum
Completed February 2009

Winning scheme of 2 stage completion

Gallery and exhibition spaces

j Café and bar

220 seat/500 standing multipurpose auditorium
Business Enterprise Centre

Envisaged as new cultural hub for Folkstone

first floor

{ o BT Designed to act as a beacon for the local area, expressed trough the
&i .y ” H”i use of materials which enables the building to be illuminated at night
et | ‘ ™
g, L
’m{ul We-TE The use of fluted metal mesh cladding inspired by scallop shells and

links with maritime story of the city

ground floor



Jerwood Gallery Hastings
Design Precedents

£4AM Contract Sum

SN/ e = gy ¢
B ) B
B N g L i Completed March 2012

"' ‘ / Awarded an RIBA Civic Trust Award

Primarily functions as a gallery displaying the Jewood Foundation collection
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Temporary exhibition spaces

Seafront location

Associated studio spaces

350 seat auditorium

120 seat performance space
Workshops and Artist in Residence

Ancillary and supporting spaces

Built on a tight urban site, the layout and design reflects tightly woven street
space

Located on a compressed site, spaces are top lit




Southend Pier Royal Pavilion
Design Precedents

£4M Contract Sum
Completed 2009

Set on the world’s largest and longest
Grade Il Listed pier

Used as Theatre and Art Gallery

Designed as an undulating wave form of
glass and steel cladding to echo the
=u movement of the sea




Bognor Regis and Felpham lay
claim to an association with an
iconic English artistic and literary
figure

Bognor has the ability to enter the cultural day trip
tourist market by celebrating and promoting William
Blake, who was once resident of adjacent
Felpham.

Rather than a retrospective exhibition space for
William Blake, his paintings, thoughts, poetry and
legacy. Might not the ‘father of imagination’ be the
seed for a centre?

A place that not just celebrates his work but uses it
to inspire a contemporary centre for imagination
and creativity, that forms a central burst of
regeneration to the Regis Centre site that can
ripple throughout the town.
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How can the historic link with William Blake
regenerate the entire town and area-

Potential Regeneration sites;
Hothampton

Bognoglkegis Pier

4afront Promenade

Esplanade/Butlin’s corner

Existing ‘treasures’;
Felpham Seafront

St. Mary’s Church
Hotham Park

Waterloo Sqaure/ Regency Waterfront

The Big Blake Project have created and
published a Blake Trail, a meandering walk
connecting key areas and associated places to
William Blake in Bognor Regis.

Highlights of this trail include the Railway Station
as a starting point, the seafront promenade and
Blake’s Cottage in Felpham Village.

This trail includes various opportunities for
further regeneration. What if these areas could
be strategically linked through the Blake Trail
and formed a basis for a masterplan linking up
Bognor's existing treasures and new potential
regenerative sites?
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FELPHAM | WEST SUSSEX

734/11(5 D BOGNOR, |

1 GIVE you the end of a galden string;
Only wind it into a ball,
It will lead you in at Heaven’s gate,
Built in Jerusalem’s wall...
In the visionary Georgian Era, believing in
the curative nature of the'sea air, Sir Richard
Hotham saw a business opporttunity to attract
some of the rich and famous from London
(such as the Prince of Wales). In 1790,
hé ‘purchased around 1,600 acres of land
including someé from the Duke 'of Richmond
and hid the foundation stone for his “Public
barhing place.” Sir Richard Hotham died in
1799 and an annual yreach laying ceremony
athisgrave in St: Masy Magdalen churchyard
South Bersted celebratés his conaribution to
the community and the facc chat, as with
e 1038 William Blake, one person’s vision can live
on through future generations. 4

Hotham sold part of his Felpham land to
his acquaintance William Hayley who buile
The Turret and employed Blake to work there
" painting pictures for his library. William and
Catherine lived in a cottage nearby, the only
/ place they lived outside London (1800~ 1803).
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Blake similarly enjoyed the restorative
“the sea: In a letter to Thomas Burts
ilake recounts his joy at observi
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William Blake similarly enjoyed the restorative
power of the sea: In a letter to Thomas Burts
(1800) Blake recounts his joy at observing
nature from the sands of Felpham Beach.

To my Friend Butts I write
"My first Vision of Light,

On the yellow sands sitting.
The Sun was emitting

His glorious beams

From Heaven's high streams.

Blake took it as a visionary sign when the fifs
words he heard in Felpham were from a fz
boy shouting to his father in the mor
“Father the Gate is Open.”

Inspired by a vision Blake wrote about.and
painted Jacob’s Ladder in 1800 as the gateway
to heaven. He wrote Al things begin and End
in Albion's Ancient Druid Rocky Shore.”
Specifically, Blake saw Albion (England)
asleep in a materialistic mentality and that an
awakening would start with a step, writing:-
“He mou’dbisrigbtﬁotm‘ComwalL his left
10 the Rocks af
into. ﬂJe

. 3 q,e SELLy (¥ G TR LRI VES, Jf (7362 S5 OLTCCr S
\;‘! e g?oz Nere., &" prj &1 rr‘_agpﬂl'
'ruu.s e cairrorcreds ,f s z .,
f{ @l F73 z.’zés [p Z a(u- € Lhg Lins
/0! 2 thesyr ok vr ever apsrals
1 - Ga}‘,aa:'err[ e, ALIT LS O Y O
v & ;‘ “ Jl&.u&s' -fé;- nut the frushanab

e

-/ 4¢
o ot et
u. Lt ;
cv-..‘ic;ua/. j?_t):’ §" :; dl‘(’ Py et
2o, nrva' w our G Ll S LLOrES” ‘r‘ar[r(,
ter.n@- e wr'ow’z_ We SRell leve Lo “vers,
a_r- Of

nid et z‘/wur' o l:-z a.'z(‘:'ﬁfrt' ft}'te
elie > 2/ FOELS 1120l LS 267 -
rect whs 3 Y el at GO &
Erg(

N el e the Corerctmrtarice Drvine .
-y crre fa. e}/,bo.ra oL z,uudea' Gells
. 5 ‘exdezert. /.

%ﬂwgd‘tﬁ&seldu"% Saal{ (./Il.c /f c% 2

i § gﬁlm ey 5. ﬁ%&g@%ﬁald. . S

rree ?:;ear Vo) Ll ¢
e IJ @rtol ¢

case /7 m&ﬁ'gzﬁt
pis: mog, igygo«vdv?'hp ul.ng; Zracds -

2L E SO ESCLBITE 3
u%f:gézzr’zrem Z p(easwrzlzmd A \
}
/s
/’

Lefid Wit it 8
Righe: i [k

e ook of s 1130

< >3 . —
. TR -

- ‘g“[‘( o) ("ad that all MeLﬂlyM/‘ £

2 L were FProphels - g mtiere XTer oo

Bl e

o caly
o o e

m-o

Aﬁ’r \‘s

4 om0
AN iy o ey gt { e S
oy s e b B

Vbt ety am,
irtnl A by
ohted
._““"'"Mm el w‘&“h'"—
il sy bt Lo e v
Tovdon.

Tab
= ok Hanr a3
[k ke e,

gt N b s G,
oo e S e
0l Ak o o e 7 25k b v ey
. 4
i gy s




Towards Hothampton and Approach from

Queensway potential regeneration London Road
sites

Regis Centre external appearance  Town Hall
dishevelled and dated and works
Shopping area against the quality of space

isting promenade contains an Esplanade route
t  space uncomfortably Site in general does not make any FXIS (
fEl'g::?;iz?e Eolly gAr?orl:\Zed o?ound the Regis Centre celebration of its seafront location  irregular arrangement of facilities to Butlins and

and features Felpham




Regis Centre Site; a suggested proposal to meet

the requirements for regeneration with both
the local community and tourist market in mind.

BLOCKS WITH
UNDERCROFT PARKINI
RETAIL OUTLETS, "
AND RESIDENTIAL
DWELLINGS ABOVE

I

OTENTIAL SITE
FOR A HOTEL

DOUBLE RETAIL
FRONTAGES

The existing proposals for the Regis Centre Site
propose a mixed use retail and leisure hub for
the local community. This could be built upon
with an addition of the William Blake inspired
‘Centre for the Imagination’, containing a new
theatre/ performance space and freeing up
more space for development.

This could also provide a residential element to
this scheme which could further enhance the
quality of the development into a mixed use
culture, retail, leisure and residential
development that responds and enhances with
the existing rich regency architecture and
planning prominent along the esplanade.



Centre for the Imagination:!

A cultural hub for Bognor Regis inspired by the art, poetry and philosophy of William Blake.

pAns

What could this hub contain?

A new and unique
Theatre/Performance/Exhibition space

Permanent Exhibition space dedicated to
William Blake

Workshops and Classrooms for schoolchildren
or visitors to promote interactive and creative
activities

Associated retail and catering facilities, with a
restaurant overlooking the town and seafront
with views across the English Channel and coast
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Who i

s this for»

, library

local business

n  The Local Community; individuals, schools,

further education, local businesses and external
busines

The tourists; local visiting for an afternoon,
sojourn from shopping, the day tripper from
London, the holiday makersin Bognor or
surrounding areas.

This centre could be a draw to re-imagine
Bognor Regis Seafront, not limited to the
tourist, but the local community also. The
outlined brief attempts to cater for everyone
and not just narrowly focus on one group.



Concept

How to organize the ‘Centre for the imagination’
“Now | a fourfold visions see,

And a fourfold vision is given to me:

Tis Fourfold in my supreme delight

Andthreefold in soft Beulah’s night

Andtwofold always, may god us keep

From single Visions and Newton’s sleep!”

William Blake wrote these words in a letter while
walking from Felpham to Lavant

By utilizing this vision as a concept to order the
internal functions of the proposal, the visitor can
engage with the narrative through a journey up
to the viewing platform, with the horizon over
the channel symbolizing Blake's notion of infinite
essence
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Blake festival will -

Creative arts could be

GET creative to regenerate
Bognor Regis, a new pressure

grzgg in tge }:own has urged.
said the future of the N s |
Regis Centre site should be ews O ion Sport 1 encer
linked firmly to the arts. P P Culture LlfeStyle - | P
Successful examples of ps r si
the effect artistic attractions Arun | ®
could have on seaside towns prove |
could be seen with the rmer 3
Turner Contemporary in Arun WILLIAM BLAKE fans are By KEVIN SMITH u
Margate, which had brought staging a festival next week ot 0.k .
in £1!£m t::;lhle Kent town, - ig' to celebrate Felpham’s most i
it'said, as as Bexhill” 700 famous residents. T
De La Warr building and :he lises. Golgonooza, from next 11 the past few days. }
Jerwood Gallery in Hastings mtly | Thursday to Saturday, will  The launch will be from | 1
- 4BR's Steve Goodheart said | feature a crowdfunding 7pm-9pm  next Thursday | °
mvi&iﬂhﬂm = ition | campaign to buy Blake’s I St Mary’s Church with
site of the Rogls CentroW y-lit | cottage in the next 60 days. Wayzgoose, when a range of
faF away from the e and | The festival will include Blake scholars will offer a
put forward by St scheme ‘oad | events in St Mary’s Church, variety Ot: lectures.
o Modwen for y-lit | Felpham, Old  Rectory Next Friday will see an
Al"lm ls.ﬁilct Council_. the | Gardens and Bognor A-Zof comedy, poetry, video
‘The vision of 4BR is lley | Regis town centre, with and music from 7pm-8pm at
| ans, writers, poets the William Hardwicke pub

embryonic but is based

and performers lined up.

in Bognor High Street

amupd imagination,

ambition and collaboration. e S

et left fo raise £500,000 to buy Packed with fun from |
the poet and philosopher’s Storytelling by  Abbie '

view that one of the ke,

tenant’ secured {0
development to ensure
success. However, where

differ is that we believe this ch an

i should be a cultural
anchor tenant rather than
one based in the retail or
leisure sectors.

“We see that this space
would best be used to
construct a new iconic

STreet, Lavusiasr =

T™WO

“Ar

tist

could be mad
anation |

ery, h
for its own exhibitions and
for touring national and
international art exhibitions.
“Alongside this, a William
Blake destination venue

for new regenerat

This ¢
attract

the town and inspire a
generation to invest in
“The theatre area co

ion

in the Jeneses Arts Centre

. William Blake
William Blake's final work

to be projected on St Paul's
Cathedral

a national art gallery, both
for its own exhibitions and
for touring national and

ted.”
This space, he said, would

Grade I1-listed cottage, help
is urgently needed.

Rachel Searle, founder
of the Big Blake Project,
said: “We ask that people
take into account the full
regeneration potential
of the cottage and help
make the festival truly
noteworthy.”

The campaign to buy the
Blakes Road cottage, where
Jerusalem  was  written

while Blake lived there from

800-03, was

stone for

will serve as a key
cultural regeneration in
Bognor. The details of the

festival were being finalised

“Activities th
place would range from

Palache from 10.30am-2pm
to a 3.30-3pm comedy slot
by Tom Durkin and
Waiting for Robert, a play
reflective of Blake's time in
Felpham.

Also featuring will be
spoken word performances
in Create Bognor from
midday-12.30pm,
Nichol's Blakean Welcome
at 12.45pm-1.05pm and an
appearance at 7.30pm from
the ngued 3

Searle on 07775 893533 ¢
rachelmsearle@gmail.com or
Will Harvey on 01903 366353
or inlo@!oosemarbles‘co.uk
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THE GREAT artist William ere i alternative to overlooking the seafront. * At o attract ative ers to
‘Swrrs Flats could also be built to with about 30 residents and % ” MRS cre v thinks

of o R S i help pay for the centre and a mgnﬁillors DN)S:&“- - \ mgglnatxo%al art exl‘xllvbltmns. the town and inspire a new local to national events \
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m”‘,’:‘“ﬁg‘, sthams;S-1o¢ ‘Mr P e 'of hnw Rachel Morris said: “This is Blake degstination' venue geETheraeht(})ln {0 duest mlﬁd such as stage performances, community
he famous artist, poet ~Aruns plans. They have fo e tects. | compiled the about saying to the council eatre area co conferences, exhibitions, events, tourist inf
and philosopher has inspired justify why this can't workin proposals after n there are other options for groups,

has worked announced jt was taking regeneration. 1 really like

plans for a Centre for the
Imagination along the town’s
seafront

distinctive building

The X 1 : a
would be constructed on the the seafront people would be “Wwilliam Blake is one of using their imaginations’
Regis Centre site asa theatre, drawn to. the quintessential British District councillor

“We believe this is enough philosophers, artists and Oppler (LD, Orchard) said:

performance and exhibition

space as well as a permanent

exhibition devoted to Blake
Theidea’s supportersclaim

it could revive Bognor like ch.-:maclr:'d formo'tjl:ein c:o come ge:‘lmem and we lwu:‘l to sevca: - e ~ 2 : e “ioe N S M
e Turner Contem forward wi eir ideas.” ring those people down unty councillor am 3 5 % e i —"
:?1 gallery has boostﬁr‘:ﬁ The centre would here,” he said. Jones (UKIP, Felpham) said: ¢ Centre for the Imaglnatmn to honour artist William Blake
Kent resort of Margate. contain  workshops  and “The idea of a flagship “I can see the possibilities | o WORLD o R

Architect Richard classrooms for children cultural centre to in this. Other seaside towns O 0 Bt sk Vol L o e Saatte, o e
Harrison has devised the and visitors to promote ‘head egt i their famous k- = 100 Gesgt Romal 8 G ething tnique to Bogioe N
plans for the centre based on interactive ~and creative is an strategy, d like with mmmmm:umnh,n.m
ideas from the enthusiasts in  activities. 3 prevalent in many UK and Turner and we also should.” e =
the Big Blake Project. Completing the urban areas. BLAKE FESTIVAL M Page 6 ores embnet i

Project founder Rachel development ~ would  be The Blake centre was SPECIAL REPORT| haa

launched on Tuesday night

. caids “We ran cshow

Bognor when it
elsewhere. We are looking
at this centre becoming a
hive of creativity right on

for Arun as the planning
authority to see what a

superb idea this is and a

on the initial stage of the
regeneration work after St
Modwen decided to quit.

poets. There is_a lot of

interest, in
London, in him and his

this and it can have facilities
for families and children,
who like making things and

“There have been a paucity _
for

shops with a restaurant

w Pages




Conclusions

The idea of flagship cultural centre to spearhead regeneration is an established strategy,
prevalent in many UK and European urban areas.

The day trip tourist from London has many options on the South Coast, but a centre in
Bognor Regis, focused on a huge figure to English culture and identity could bring a new
uniqueness to Bognor Regis and the area, as well as an inspiration to the local residents
and businesses to have a new and rich association to their town.

The surrounding Regis Centre site could build upon the existing proposals, and with the
new Blake ‘Centre for the Imagination’ combine with the esplanade and surrounding town
developments to once again make Bognor Regis a wonderful place to live, visit and stay.
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